
Wild Irish Mammals 
Badgers 

Their bodies are grey and their heads are 

black and white. They have short legs and 

sharp claws. They use their claws to dig 

and their noses to move it out of the way. 

 

Badgers live in the woods. They dig tunnels 

to make their sett. They make lots of 

tunnels and a room to sleep in. 

 

Badgers eat plants and animals. They eat 

mice, slugs fruit and nuts, but their favourite 

is worms. One badger can eat hundreds of 

worms in one night. 

 

Badgers are nocturnal, and they sleep 

during the day. 

 



Badgers can run up to 19mph. A badger's 

sense of smell is more than 700 times 

stronger than ours. 

 

A male badger is a boar, a female badger is 

a sow and a small badger is a cub. 

 

  

 

 

 

Squirrels 

 
There are two types of squirrels in Ireland. 

The red squirrel is native to ireland, but the 

grey squirrel is native to north america. 

 

Squirrels live in woodlands up in the trees. 

The male squirrel builds a nest called a 

drey, from twigs, grass and moss. Squirrels 



can jump from tree to tree and can climb 

really easily.  

 

Squirrels eat nuts, acorns, pine seeds and 

berries. They dig a hole for the extra food 

they keep for the winter time, but 

sometimes they forget where they put it. 

 

The male squirrel is a boar, the female is a 

sow and the baby squirrel is called a kit or 

kitten. 

 

Squirrels help to spread the seeds to help 

the trees to regrow. 

 

 

 



Foxes  

 
Foxes live underground in a den. 

 

Foxes have red or brown fur. 

 

Foxes come out at night to hunt for food, 

they are nocturnal animals. Foxes like to 

eat small animals like rabbits, rats,  mice, 

hedgehogs and hens. 

 

 The female fox is called a vixen, the baby 

fox is called a cub and the male fox is 

called a dog and a group of foxes are called 

a skulk . 

 

 


